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We need to understand vapmg not ]ust asa o

health issue, butasa powerful subculture =  " : ,' e

S _,We need to understand the cuIturaI contexts m

~_which vaping thrives, the Ianguage that

emforces its appeal and the socral norms that
f e sustam lts use. ST
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Section One:
Vaping as a Subculture

e Vaping is being sold as an
, a social activity,

and a lifestyle choice.

e |t isn't just about the act
itself - it's about the

that's been built
around it.




|. AVaping ‘Sociolect’

Vaping has created a whole new
that is unique to this subculture.

Words and phrases like 'cloud chasing,’ 'nic
sick,’ and 'vape tricks' are more than just

slang.




. Social Activity

Vaping isn't just about the act itself; it's
deeply rooted in
Vaping is more than just a personal choice -
it's a ticket to belonging.




lll. Social Media Influence

The line between user-generated content
and is often blurred,
amplitying the allure of vaping.




IV. Targeted Marketing

Vaping is presented as a
rather than a health risk.




[TCKY KISS LUCKY I

unique

LUCKY KISS
FEMALE VAPE

YOUR FREEDOM IS UNIQUE
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VAPORESSQ”

e 5-220W

18650 Amp BATTERIES
 PULSE MODE

e SMART TC MODE
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WARNING:
This product

contains nicotine,
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Nicotine is an

addictive chemical,












JUST BETWEEN US...TRY

4 cOR ANY STUDLY GUY

W HEN you want to tum on
the ladies, we're there! If you
want to look like a hot stud,
count on us! Want to be the
next President? Just do what
Ronald Reagan does, smoke
lots and LOTS of Pall Mall
Brand cigarettes! The sooner
you start, the faster you'll rise
to political success.

Don’t delay! Try some today!

Finally a

Light 120 that
Tastes as good

as it looks.

Smoking un't
harardous, s FUN,
delicious, and cool’
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THERE ARE TIMES when

it's wise to switch to

Spuds for these rea-

sons. [Exira Safety

none of the irntating acrolein present in
most cigarette smoke, othing menthol,
evenly blended by a patented process.
No menthol overdoses, no sting or bite.
Try Spuds, cork tips or plain ends, and see!

THE HK'I!'(}NI.I:'ISHF_E TOBACCO CO..

I Inc
QUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

WHENEVER . ..

I HAVE A COLD

"_‘jpu-.l.*- cool menthol seems to clear my
stuffy head, cuts I:Jll'l..'uﬁll my cold-
clogged taste and brings back real
| smoking pleasure!”

WHENEVER ... 1 wanTa

COOLING MENTHOL BRACER

“Spud
more invigorating smoke. Their mild men.

s are my pick-me-up when 1 want a

thol to wikes me up in the morming—
helps | up and | -

LAIN ENDS

Y

WHENEVER ...

MY THROAT IS DRY

s

When my throat 15 dry or dull, whe:
other cigarettes taste harsh or flag,
turn to Spuds—to refresh my throar
wike up my taste. Their soothing men
thol feels kind to my throat — rmwsre
smoking right from the fArst puff’

P my throat say
wreH




Eefore you scold me, Mom ...

raybe you'd better light up 2
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The Takeaway?
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Section Two:
Linguistic Relativism

e The we use
aftects the way we think.

e The in
vaping demonstrates how
word choice can influence
perceptions, behaviours,

and even policy.




|. Vaping Terminology

Vaping terminology includes technical
terms, brand names, , and culturally
specific expressions.

tends to be the trendsetter in vaping
terminology, often creating new words or

repurposing existing ones.




1. Device and Its Components:
e "Mod" (originally "modification”, now a standard

term tor advanced devices)

e "Atomizer” instead of "liquid heater"

e 'Drip tip"' rather than "mouthpiece”

e 'Tank”™ or "pod" instead ot "liquid container”
2.Vaping actions:

e "Dripping" (directly applying e-liguid to the coil)

e "Cloud chasing"” (producing large vapor clouds)

"Stealth vaping"” (vaping discreetly)



3. E-liguid descriptions:
"Throat hit" (sensation in the throat when
inhaling)
"All-day vape" (a flavor enjoyable enough
for constant use)
"Nic salt" (nicotine salt e-liquids)

4. Cultural terms:

"Vaper's tongue" (temporary loss of flavor

perception)




5.Vaping Techniques:

e "Direct-to-lung” (DTL) vs. "mouth-to-lung”
(MTL) inhale styles

"Throat hit" for the sensation in the throat

when inhaling




c,.. several purposes:
=deg 5 °CV purp

The Takeaway?

e Creates a hobby aspect: turning

vaping into a more complex
activity, appealing to those who
enjoy tinkering and customisation

e Differentiates from traditional »

smoking: distancing vaping fror
the negative connotations of
cigarefttes.



The Takeaway?

 Implies safety through
technology: Complex terms can
create an impression of a well-
engineered, safer alternative to
smoking.

e Builds community: Shared

technical language fosters a

sense of belonging among vapin
enthusiasts. |



The Takeaway?

 Implies safety through
technology: Complex terms can
create an impression of a well-
engineered, safer alternative to
smoking.

e Builds community: Shared

technical language fosters a

sense of belonging among vapin
enthusiasts. |



ll. Marketing Language

Use of like "e-juice”,
"cloud sauce” or "vape juice' instead of
"nicotine liquid”

Product names often include fruity or
dessert-like descriptors to sound

attractive.




o Product names: "Unicorn Milk," "Blue
Raspberry Slushie,” "Cinnamon Toast
Crunch”
e "Fraise des Bois" (Wild Strawberry), "Tarte
au Citron" (Lemon Tart), "Pomme Cannelle”

(Apple Cinnamon)
e "Karpuz Serinligi”" (Watermelon Freshness),
. w5 S "Baklava Lezzeti" (Baklava Flavor), "Turk
B Kahvesi" (Turkish Coffee)
Halawat al-tanilia - Vanilla) "Llglall 6gd>" e
(Sweetness

(nakhat al-tamr - date tlavor)
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patterns:

n different languages, we see similar

e The use of terms that evoke a sense

of purity, novelty, or technology
rather than explicitly mentioning
smoking and nicotine

* Product names that appeal to loca

tastes and cultural preferences




~/ The Takeaway?

' )= * Emphasis on flavours associated

with fruits, desserts or popular local
foods

e Use of words that create positive
associations like freshness,

sweetness, or coolness




!

J=All this leads to:

The Takeaway?

e Technical and appealing terms may
normalize vaping as a
sophisticated or harmless activity.
Describing vaping as "healthier” or
a "safer alternative” to traditional

smoking.




Section Three:
Practical Guidelines for Youth

Advocates

k%f e Engage with the vocabulary and
| jargon of the vaping subculture.
Understanding and using this

anguage in communications can
bridge gaps and make advocacy

A

efforts more relatable.

e Translate technical or slang terr
into accessible language that \

highlights the risks of vaping.



e Be aware of how vaping is perceived
Wq“w in different cultural contexts. Tailor

cultural backgrounds while promoting

| nealth.

e Use culturally relevant examples and
analogies to make the health risks of

vaping more understandable.




e Maintain a critical perspective when
engaging with the vaping subculture.
While understanding it is important,
advocates should be caretful not to
inadvertently promote or glamorize

vaping.

Educate peers and other advocates
about the importance of maintaining

this critical distance.










